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SWC Events 
 

Bike Ride Schedule for October 
 Kim Greiner and Dorie Valenti will be leading bike 
rides from their homes on Tuesdays at 10:00 during 
the month of October.  The plan is to ride about 20 
miles at a 12 to 14 mph pace. Those who want to ride 
at a slower pace have the option of riding the rail trail 
which is located across the street from Dorie’s house 
or, when riding from Kim’s house in Esperance, there 
is a 10-mile loop with slightly smaller hills. There may 
or may not be a leader for the shorter rides. No need 
to sign up, but it would be appreciated. Rain at start 
cancels.   
Questions? Email Dorie at dorie.valenti@gmail.com or 
Kim at twobears@nycap.rr.com. 

Oct 1, 15, 29: Start at Dorie’s house (24 Plymouth 
Ave, Delmar) 
Oct 8, 22: Start at Kim’s house (558 Old Hwy 30, 
Esperance) 
 

Tapas Night – ¡Muy Deliciosa! 
October 10th Meeting 

 Inspired by the words of 
Three Dog Night, “Well I’ve never 
been to Spain, but I kinda’ like the 
music…”, SWC will host Tapas 
Night on October 10. What are 
tapas, you ask? Tapas are 
appetizers or snacks (small 

portions that can be eaten in two or three bites). They 
may be served cold or hot. Get your cookbooks out or 
search the Internet to prepare and present your most 
creative offering for members to 
enjoy. While this will not be a 
competition per se, wouldn’t you 
like your tapas to be the one 
everyone talks about and tries 
to replicate? You should prepare enough for 15 people. 
Bring a serving utensil, toothpicks work also, and 15 
copies of the recipe to share. Paper goods and eating 
utensils will be supplied.  
¡Viva España! 

 

SWC Holiday Party 
The 2019 SWC Holiday Party will be December 7, 

from 5:30 to 9:00 pm, at Treviso by Mallozzi’s at 257 
Washington Ave Ext, Albany, NY 12205. 

Carving station includes prime rib of beef and 
roasted turkey breast.  Entree station includes grilled 
salmon, vegetable lasagna, seasoned vegetables, 
and potatoes.  Drinks include coffee, tea, water and 
fountain soda in pitchers from the bar.  Desserts will 
be Villa Italia pastries and cookies. 

Live music will be performed by Paul Sluzar, 6 to 9 
pm. 

Call Margaret Parks at 518-250-5452 to reserve 
your seat at this fine event before December 1.  Cost 
per individual will be $30. 
 

SWC’s 2020 Great American Chili 
Cook-off 

January 9th Meeting 
Does your chili deserve a place of honor in the 

SWC Hall of Fame?  Bring your crockpot and ladle, as 
well as your recipe unless it’s an old family secret, for 
everyone to enjoy.  Submit your entry into one of the 
categories below to be voted on by the members.  
Winners of each category will receive a prize and the 
overall winner will get a larger prize.  We’ll need 
tasters/voters too, so be sure to attend the meeting on 
January 9, 2020, even if you don’t bring a contest entry.  
Set-up time for cooks is 6:00. Eating, socializing, and 
voting will take place from 6:30-7:30, followed by the 
awards. Meetings are held at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, 1748 State St., Schenectady. 

 
Competition Categories 
Spiciest: Flame-throwing heat, but flavorful 
Veggie-tacular: Think herbivore-ware 
Unique: Most creative 
Traditional: Classic-style 
Best Overall SWC Chili-of-the-Year: 
Critiqued on flavor, freshness, texture, 
spice, and warmth to the soul  
 

High Peak Day Trip 
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy (MHLC) is 

having a guided high peak day trip with Ondatra 
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Adventures Monday, Sept 23. MVHC is a member of 
MHLC. 

Also, on Nov 3: Understanding the Landscape. 
For more info, www.mohawkhudson.org/events. 
 

40th Bomber’s Pre-Season Ski Clinic 
at Stowe, December 12-15 

Ronda Anderson is running Bomber's 40th 
annual ski clinic at Stowe on December 12-15. This 
is a great way to start the season. The clinic includes 
a 3-day lift ticket (Friday-Sun), 3 nights (Thu-Sat) 
lodging at the Stowe Motel on the Mountain Road and 
lessons from Friday noon till Sunday noon. For those 
who are race-minded, there is a friendly race 
competition on Sunday. This clinic is for all abilities in 
alpine skiing and snowboard from never-ever skiers to 
advanced recreational skiers to racers. This is one of 
the few times that instruction is also available for top-
level experts including the racers. All can improve their 
skiing in this clinic. The cost is $465. If you are age 65 
or over, the cost is $430.  If you have an Epic Pass and 
don’t need a lift ticket, the cost for 3 nights, lessons 
and double occupancy is $280.  Also included is a 
welcome party to start the clinic off right on Thursday 
night and a DJ Dance Party on Friday night. 

Call Ronda Anderson (518-885-0971) or e-mail at 
bomberskiclinic@gmail.com with any questions or to 
obtain a copy of the sign-up sheet. 

To sign up, please mail a $50 deposit with a 
completed sign-up sheet to Ronda at 130 Charlton 
Road, Ballston Spa, NY 12020-3410. 
SPREAD THE WORD- THE MORE THE MERRIER! 

 
Editorials 

 
The Trees are Turning and the 

Mountains are Calling 
by John Bidell 

The winter season is coming soon and in 
preparation, we will be having a work weekend at the 
lodge. We will have an assortment of projects and all 
skill levels are welcome. We start Thursday, Oct. 17 
and work through the weekend. Contact me if you are 
available to help.  

We continue to work with the Connecticut and 
Capital District Ski Councils to schedule cheap ski 
days. The industry is changing with a greater 
marketing emphasis on season passes. We will keep 
you updated on the details, but rest assured that some 
cheap ski days will be available.  

The Warren Miller movie is November 15th and 
16th at the Palace.  Tickets will be available when they 
mail them to me. 

Children 17 and under can now stay at the lodge 

for free (except meals are charged).  Think about a 
family trip to enjoy Vermont -- there is more to do than 
ski.  If you are up at the house and supplies are low, 
feel free to make a purchase and send me a receipt 
and an email with any other items that are lacking.  We 
will try to keep the lodge stocked.  

The Holiday Party is December 7th at the Treviso 
by Malozzi’s, Washington Ave, Albany.  Details are 
elsewhere in this newsletter and will be on the website 
soon. 

 

A Word from Your Clubhouse Director 
by Bill Kornrumpf 

Women’s Room Upgrade starts Oct 17-20! 
John (the Builder) Bidell is ready with the plans for 

the new women’s room and now he needs lots of help 
to get it completed in time for the start of ski season.  
The first work party will start on the long weekend 
starting Thursday, Oct. 17-20.   Our “Chef Earl” will 
be there to keep the workers well-fed and full of energy.  
The plan is much the same as the new men’s room: 
gut the room; work on the floor and walls; build new 
walls for new shower areas; install the fixtures; finish 
all the walls and plumbing; and put on a fresh coat of 
paint.  We cannot accomplish all of this in one 
weekend so we will follow up to complete the whole 
job by scheduling more weekends in October and 
November until it is complete.  

Right now, we need as much help as possible on 
the initial weekend to get the room gutted and the 
rebuild started so we can complete the new walls.  
Send John an email at johnbidell@yahoo.com to let 
him know that you will be there.  He needs to bring up 
the supplies so it is important that he knows how many 
people will be there.   

While the bathroom is the focus, there is work to 
be done in the kitchen and bedrooms, as well as the 
the general cleaning to make sure we are ready for the 
ski season.   

Speaking of the Ski Season, we need a Clubhouse 
weekend host chairperson to call members who have 
expressed an interest in helping the Clubhouse to 
schedule the weekend hosts.  I will not be able to do 
much of that and Terry Tamer will not be in the area 
this winter, so we need somebody to step up to take 
his place.  Give me a call (518-209-3244) if you can 
help scheduling or to schedule a weekend when you 
would be able to host and welcome our members to 
the Clubhouse.   

Mostly, I want to encourage you to get up to the 
Clubhouse this colorful leaf-peeper season to enjoy 
the good weather and all the hard work our members 
have put in this spring and summer.  And remember to 
make reservations any time you plan on using the 
Clubhouse. Ellen Bidell will cancel and refund any 
unused reservations.  Email her at 

http://www.mohawkhudson.org/events
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swsctreasurer123@gmail.com.  If you need to report 
any problems encountered at the Clubhouse, please 
email me at wkornrum@nycap.rr.com and I will 
remedy any issues.  

 

What is a Wintersport? 
by Dorie Valenti 

Hunting might not necessarily be a Wintersport, 
per se, but then neither is paddling for—like hunting—
paddling is predominantly done in the spring, summer 
and fall and not really a Wintersport at all.  But since 
paddling is considered a Wintersport, likewise hunting 
must be also and therefore as a card-carrying member 
of this organization, the Schenectady Wintersports 
Club, I decided to learn to hunt in order to become a 
more well-rounded and versatile participant.  

Unfortunately for me, hunting by its very nature 
requires that we shoot something dead—a something 
that started out being very much alive—and I wasn’t 
sure I’d be able pull the trigger, you know what I mean? 
As paddlers, we love Nature, seeing the eagles 
soaring above us and the giant herons following us 
along the shore and on those windless warm summer 
nights, the serenity of paddling on a quiet river or the 
excitement of paddling the currents and managing the 
wind so the wind doesn’t take us to wherever it wants 
us to go.   

Then I discovered falconry, which would allow me 
to hunt and be a hunter, but something else would be 
responsible for the kill, namely a hawk.  Falconry was 
very cool and although my hawk and I hunted 
throughout the forest for a good part of the day, my 
hawk seemed more interested in following me from 
tree to tree than in hunting the rabbits, of which I saw 
none but I’ve not the eyes of a hawk.  Just as well, for 
if my bird brought back a rabbit, and didn’t quite kill the 
rabbit—which sometimes they tend not to do—I’d 
have to break the rabbit’s neck, field dress it, clean it, 
cook it, and eat it.  Nevertheless, falconry was very 
cool.  

Sometime later, I bought a shotgun because 
buying a hawk is very complicated and very expensive 
and owning one is time-consuming, consuming pretty 
much all your time and so instead I bought a shotgun 
and took courses in gun safety, learned to shoot skeet, 
and got my hunting license along with a beautiful 
waterfowl stamp which I felt sad to have to sign my 
name over but I did and I was ready to hunt geese, 
ducks, squirrels, rabbits, turkeys, and deer.   

My friend took me out early one morning to a pond 
where we found a nice spot to sit and wait for the 
geese to glide in and land for a rest on their way south. 
I’ve done a lot of hiking, a lot of sitting on summits 
eating lunches, a lot of camping, but I had never before 
sat so quietly for so long in one place in the woods 
ever before and this was truly awesome.  I don’t know 

the words to describe this, nature’s silence which 
grows louder and louder as the minutes and hours tick 
by, the frogs, the birds, the insects, leaves rustling, the 
breeze and the colors, the hues changing as the sun 
rises, the greens and browns and blues and clouds 
and the sun’s sparkles bouncing across the pond.   

I was ready.  I was ready to shoot a goose, to 
become closer to our food source.  You know what I 
mean?  I buy chicken in the store and someone 
harvested that chicken.  I didn’t harvest it but someone 
did. I just eat it. We sat quietly for a long time waiting 
for our food source to fly in and nothing and we waited, 
ever so quietly, ever so patiently, and then!  BZZZ! A 
very large bumble bee buzzed around my head and 
around the barrel of my gun, around and around, and 
landed right there, at the end of the barrel and I 
thought wow!  I could shoot that bumble bee! And just 
as I thought this my friend’s voice broke through the 
silence.  “Don’t shoot the bumble bee,” he said, his 
deep voice resonating across the pond and I thought: 
how’d he know I was thinking about shooting the 
bumble bee?  Not that I would, but I did think about it, 
I thought I could shoot that bumble bee.  

“How’d you’d know what I was thinking?” I asked.  
“Don’t shoot the bee,” he reiterated, quite firmly, and 
then suggested that we pack up and hike over to a 
grove of oak trees looking for squirrels.  “Have you 
ever eaten squirrel stew?” He asked.  “It’s good, real 
good but ya gotta know how to cook it.” 

 

Housekeeping Items 
 

Canceling and Changing Clubhouse 
Reservations: 

You Cannot Do it by Yourself! 
If you need to cancel or change a reservation, 

email Ellen Bidell at swsctreasurer123@gmail.com 
and tell her you would like to cancel/change and how 
you would like a refund, if needed.  You can ask for a 
refund to the card you used, vouchers for future usage, 
or gift the money to the Club. 

 

Change of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to:  
John Boscarino* boscarino126@aol.com  
126 Polsin Dr, Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 
*Do not send to the editor or the Club PO Box; they 

will get lost 

Submissions for the Chatter 
Content submissions for the SWC Newsletter 

should be emailed to swcchatter@gmail.com by the 
15th of the month and should include a contact name 
and phone number. Content that needs to be run in 
subsequent Newsletters must be resubmitted each 
month.

mailto:swcchatter@gmail.com
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Schenectady Wintersports Club 
Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228 
Schenectady, New York 12301 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
     Membership Renewal Application 2019-2020 

Membership is from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020 
 

Please check your Newsletter delivery preference: 
Email version of the Newsletter _______ (this saves trees & club resources) 
Receive Newsletter by postal mail:   _________ (slower, higher club cost) 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle one) 18-29   30-39   40-55   56-69   70+ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________    ZIP ______________ 
 

Phone ___________________ E-Mail _____________________________________ 

[  ] New Member   or   [  ] Renewal   
[  ] $25 individual   or   [  ] $35 Family 
For Family Membership, please indicate: 
Name of Spouse ______________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne) 18-29   30-39   40-55   56-69   70+ 
Names and Ages of Junior Members_______________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. 
Interested in volunteering?  Circle any that you are interested in: Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, 
NY Capital District Ski Council, Activities, Warren Miller Movie, hiking, biking, and other Club help such 
as outreach.  Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed application to 
John Boscarino, 126 Polsin Dr., Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 


