
  

  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, SWC! 

  

 

 

A Word from the President 

by John Bidell 

 

Hope the holidays went well for everyone. 

 

We traveled up to the house to provide some maintenance as essential employees. The Vermont 

guidelines as of mid-December require 7 days quarantine at home, followed by a negative Covid test. This 

really makes skiing in Vermont a big commitment and I am still trying to figure how I can accommodate that 

kind of investment of my time. You probably don’t have as much flexibility in your schedule as I do, so 

visiting the house will continue to be a problem. Please keep your eyes on our Facebook page and the 

website. We hope to roll out some outdoor activities and a Zoom membership meeting soon. Cross country 

skiing at some of the local state parks is among the activities being planned. 

 

We continue to be as creative with the finances as possible. Please check your calendars - and with the 

anticipation that the spring will be a completely different travel environment - maybe book a week at the 

lodge for $500. Too far out? Not really: We are booking December 2021 travel as we cancel our present 

plans.  

 

We will have a work weekend in May that will be more fun than work. I am hoping for a barbeque, bike 

ride, maybe some early golf during the long weekend.  

 

Skiing: I have had inquiries concerning cheap ski days or council days. I am working on getting a 

discounted ticket for Bolton Valley (back to that quarantine thing again) and we also have discounts at 

Killington and Jay. You will need to check their websites for the details. There are lots of regulations with 

parking reservations required at Killington. The council days that were offered in previous years no longer 

exist.  See Karen Simmons’ NYCDSC article for additional details. 

 

Gore has the frequent skier card that looks like the best opportunity for day trippers from New York. Check 

their website for details on passes and reservations. 

 

We continue to be an active, athletic, outdoor club. Please renew your membership if you haven’t done so. 



You can also consider paying your membership ahead a year if we get those $600 stimulus checks. 

Anyone doing so will receive patches and stickers and the gratitude of your fellow members. 

  

 

 

These Are a Few of My Favorite Things 

by Ellen Bidell 

 

I was recently searching for spring/summer activities in the Waterbury/Stowe area and was inspired to 

create an updated SWC Lodge Guidebook. I already have a great start, thanks to recent articles in the 

SWC newsletter about biking trails (Bill Kornrumpf - June) and mountain biking/swimming holes (Luke 

D'Aquila - August).   

 

My research unearthed numerous tours/events/activities throughout the year, and we already have a few 

of our own that we enjoy as a family. So send me (ebidell@yahoo.com) your favorite 

activities/locations/bars and restaurants/etc. and I will create a virtual/hardcover guide to year-round 

activities that you can enjoy during your stay at the SWC lodge. The guide will be posted on the website, 

and a copy will be at the lodge. 

 

Winter Specials at the SWC Lodge 

Vermont Residents Special 

VT residents can stay for at least three nights at the SWC lodge during the week of January 19 to 24 (post 

MLK weekend) and pay only $29 per night (shorter stays will be at the current $37.50/night). VT resident 

Lat Schmidt will be your host during the week. Occupancy will be limited to every other room, with only one 

household per room. The kitchen/dining/bar area will be limited, since we have to maintain only one 

household per 100 sq. feet. Contact Ellen Bidell at ebidell@yahoo.com to make your reservations. 

 

Buy Now, Stay Later 

Pay now and stay later anytime from late March through summer.  The early payment rate will be the old 

$29/night, and you will get first pick once the VT regulations allow.  Contact Ellen Bidell at the above email. 

 

This Old House - Donate Now  

Did you know the SWC lodge costs $3,000 a month on average? Taxes and insurance alone are $1,000 a 

month. With the age of the house and the temperatures in Waterbury, heating bills can run over $1,000 a 

month in January and February.  You can make a donation to help with the house expenses (sorry, 

donations are not tax-deductible) toward our goal of $4,500. Any extra money that we make will go to a 

house improvement fund (new windows, kitchen improvements, etc).  You can make your donation through 

our website. 

 

2020-2021 Membership Year 

If you haven't already renewed your membership for the 2020-2021 season, visit www.swcweb.org and 

click on membership to renew with a credit card.  Thanks for your continued support. 

  

 



 

Notes from Capital District Ski Council Meeting 12/02/2020, via Zoom 

by Karen Simmons 

 

Ray VanEpps gave the Treasurer’s report. Checking account balance effective 11/30/20 is $9,830.56 and 

the Money Market balance is $14,016.94. As of the date of the meeting, 3 member clubs had not paid dues 

for the current year. The current paid member number is 4,517. 

 

Mark Pavlous reported on a scheduled racing event at West Mountain on Saturday 01/31/21. The event 

will cost $65.00 per racer ($45.00 for pass holders). Each racer will take their runs and be finished with the 

competition. There will be no food, gathering or awards. Each racer will receive their results via email. 

Additionally, West Mountain has not established any discount days for ski clubs. 

 

Killington and Pico have announced council discount days. At Killington, the cost of a discounted ticket will 

be $70 and at Pico the cost will be $40. The dates for the discounts are: December 14-18, January 4-8, 

February 22-26, March 8-12, and April 5-9. Everyone is advised to check the mountain websites for 

specific information regarding ticket purchase and parking lot reservations. 

 

The OC ski club has rented Plattekill Ski Area for Thursday, 01/07/21, for the hours of 8:45-4:45. The ticket 

price for the day is $50 for guests and $45 for members. There will be bus transportation for $22 per 

person, originating from Crossgates. Tickets should be purchased in advance through the OC website. 

  

 

 

Change of Address Notices 

Change of Address notices should be sent to: 

John Boscarino* boscarino126@aol.com 

126 Polsin Dr, Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 

  

 

 

Submissions for the Newsletter 

  

Content submissions for the SWC Newsletter should be emailed to swcchatter@gmail.com by the 15th of 

the month and should include a contact name and phone number. Content that needs to be run in 

subsequent Newsletters must be resubmitted each month. 

  

 

  

Names and Numbers to Remember 

2020/2021 Board of Directors 

John Bidell, President, C 518-207-5961 

Don Streed, Treasurer, C 518-339-2150 

Ellen Bidell, VP Administration, ebidell@yahoo.com 



 

Susan Knapik, VP Nordic, sbknapik@yahoo.com 

Maureen Kline, VP Activities, C 518-257-0593 

Bill Simmons, VP Alpine, C 518-526-0882 or simmons872@aol.com      

Karen Simmons, Secretary,C 518-361-8836 

Bill Kornrumpf, Clubhouse Director & Host Coordinator, C 518-209-3244 or wkornrum@nycap.rr.com 

Bill Schaefer, at large, H 518-728-9395 

Bridget Barrett, at large             

Ed Greiner, NNYP President, C 518-421-2947 

John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, H 518-399-5081 

Dorie Valenti, Past President                  

Others: 

John Boscarino, Membership, C 518-355-7319 

Bridget Barrett, Newsletter Editor, C 518-300-0163 

David Bensley, Newsletter Editor, C 845-750-0780 

        Newsletter Contact: swcchatter@gmail.com 

Clubhouse at Waterbury Center, H 802-244-8918 

 

2020-2021 Membership Renewal 

Visit www.swcweb.org to renew online. You must be a member to stay at the house this season. 
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