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Upcoming Events 
 

Date Event 

12/7 SWC Holiday Party 

12/12-15 Bomber’s 40th Ski Clinic 

1/9 January Meeting - Chili Cook-off 

2/7-10 Rock and River Weekend 

We meet the second Thursday of the month at the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians in Schenectady at 7 pm. 
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SWC Events 
SWC’s 2020 Great American Chili 

Cook-off 
January 9th Meeting 

Does your chili deserve a place of honor in the 
SWC Hall of Fame? Bring your crockpot and ladle, as 
well as your recipe unless it’s an old family secret, for 
everyone to enjoy. Submit your entry into one of the 
categories below to be voted on by the members. 
Winners of each category will receive a prize and the 
overall winner will get a larger prize. We’ll need 
tasters/voters too, so be sure to attend the meeting on 
January 9, 2020, even if you don’t bring a contest entry. 
Set-up time for cooks is 6:00. Eating, socializing, and 
voting will take place from 6:30-7:30, followed by the 
awards. Meetings are held at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, 1748 State St., Schenectady. 

Competition Categories 
Spiciest: Flame-throwing heat, but flavorful 
Veggie-tacular: Think herbivore-ware 
Unique: Most creative 
Traditional: Classic-style 
Best Overall SWC Chili-of-the-Year: Critiqued on 
flavor, freshness, texture, spice, and warmth to the 
soul  

 

Annual SWC X-C Ski and Wintersports 
Weekend – Rock and River Lodge, 

Keene, NY, Feb. 7-10, 2020 
As the weather turns colder, plans are to return to 

the lovely, secluded Climber’s Lodge for a long 
weekend of winter enjoyment Friday through Sunday, 
with most choosing to stay the added night until 
Monday. Situated at the southeastern terminus of the 
Jack Rabbit Trail, the location is ideal for a full variety 
of winter sports. There are numerous nearby X-C ski 
options, ranging from out-the-door to Mt. Van 
Hoevenberg, Cascade Ski Center, and many other 
choices. Some choose Alpine skiing at Whiteface (14 
miles away), snowshoeing, hiking, exploring inviting 
towns, or just savoring time relaxing at the welcoming 
lodge and sharing camaraderie with the group. We 
rent the entire graciously-appointed, 2-building lodge, 
which provides sumptuous breakfasts and kitchen 
facilities for shared potluck dinners and fireside 
gatherings. Our group rate allows a very affordable 
stay. See the lodge description at 
www.rockandriver.com.     

There was an error in the trip dates in the 
November newsletter (eds. note: Oops, sorry!). 
February 7-10th are the correct dates. The trip is full 
at this time but we will make a wait list for any other 
interested folks. Reservations required.  Contact: 
Margie Litwin 518-928-0600,  mhlitwin@nycap.rr.com 
or Fran Herve 518-899-3216,  fherve@nycap.rr.com.  

 

Themed Weekends at the Lodge 
Do you have an idea for a theme-based weekend 

at the SWC Lodge? Some of your fellow members 
have come up with great ideas: under 40, women's 
weekend, first-timers, family weekends, sports-
themed weekends, Warren Miller weekends, and 
weekends that coincide with events going on in Stowe.  
If you have an idea that you think would bring people 
to the Lodge, or would like to start planning a theme 
weekend, contact Ellen Bidell (ebidell@yahoo.com).   

Of course, once we come up with a list of themes, 
we will need hosts to run them. Consider hosting a 
weekend with friends, so the work can be divided 

http://www.rockandriver.com/
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among several people. Bill Kornrumpf is now the 
keeper of the hosting list. You can reach out to him 
with possible dates. 
 

Editorials 
Do You Want to Sponsor a Room at the 

Lodge? 
by Ellen Bidell 

A group of members have approached me about 
sponsoring rooms at the lodge - paying for some 
decorative upgrades. A few members have already 
starting making some small donations (thanks to Gay 
and Larry Abele for new light-blocking curtains, a new 
coffee table, and some retro ski posters, and the 
Bidells for the leather sleeper in Room #26/27).  

I went to Walmart and purchased curtains, a small 
rug, a fleece blanket, a small table lamp, and a 
weathered wood-look frame for Room #13 (host room). 
The cost was just $70, and the room looks fresh and 
updated with neutral décor. The wall and floor paint got 
updated during the work weekend.  If you are 
interested in sponsoring a room upgrade, contact me 
at ebidell@yahoo.com.  

 

The Season Begins 
by John Bidell 

As you are reading this, the ski mountains are 
open, and the ski deals are waiting for you. 

At the Warren Miller movie, the Gore 
representative gave me a list of ski council and club 
appreciation days. Three are in December, so check 
our web site for details. We have Capital District and 
Connecticut ski club appreciation days available also. 
They continue to be added. We expect over 200 
different opportunities for discount lift tickets thanks to 

your club membership. 
The volunteers who are representing us at the 

Connecticut ski council deserve a big thank-you. They 
make my job easier and enable our being a member 
to enjoy the benefits of the Connecticut Council. 

The House continues to be upgraded with new 
indoor and outdoor l ighting, new entrance stairs, new 
bathrooms, and lots of new paint.  The club will 
continue to look at ways to make your stay at the 
house more enjoyable while keeping things 
inexpensive. Remember kids under 17 stay free. This 
provides a family of four two nights’ lodging ($116), lifts 
at Bolton (2 days for 4 at $352) and of course free 
breakfast. That’s an inexpensive family trip.  

Please continue to visit the website and Facebook 
for updates as far as club activities and opportunities. 

 

 
All the Skiing Ladies! 

by Bridget Barrett 
Are you a lady skier looking for a network of 

women to hit the slopes with? You’re not alone! Sandy 
Culver and I are working to organize a women’s 
network of skiers. Our goal is to host one or two 
downhill skiing events per year to bring women 
together on the mountain, and also to create and share 
a distribution list to help seek out ski buddies. If you 
are interested in being included on updates or would 
be willing to volunteer to help coordinate, please send 
email me, perfectnameforme@gmail.com. If you want 
to step up in a big way, we need help coordinating the 
ski events, communications, and social media. 

 

MVHC ECOS Hikes 
by John Rack 

ECOS has had very good turnout with 20-plus on 
most outings. Good way to end the Sunday. Most 
hikes are 1-1/2 hours long. All ages, including families 
with young children.  Looking forward to next year.  
 

A Word from Your Clubhouse Director 
by Bill Kornrumpf 

The mountains are all open as we move into the 
ski season this month and the clubhouse is ready for 
operation for our 46th ski season.  The present 
clubhouse is nothing like what we purchased back in 
1972.  We have just finished a round of improvements 
that have made it much more comfortable and I thank 
all the volunteers who turned out to update both main 
bathrooms this year.  Don Streed, Ellen & John Bidell 
and Bill & Karen Simmons put in an extra effort to 
complete the bathrooms in time for the ski season.  
They added extra work sessions to make sure all of us 
can enjoy the new facilities this year.  As a taste of the 

Our first sponsored room 
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coming winter, we woke to new snow in the parking lot 
on Nov. 8th. 

After analyzing the clubhouse usage from the last 
few years, we have increased the number of couple’s 
rooms to 5.  And, we have made it easier for families 
to use the clubhouse by increasing the number of 
family rooms and making it free for children who are 
under 17.   

 Remember to make reservations any time you 
plan on using the clubhouse and sign in when you 
arrive.  When you want to change or cancel a 
reservation, email Ellen Bidell at 
swsctreasurer123@gmail.com and she will cancel 
and refund any unused reservations.  If you need to 
report any problems encountered at the clubhouse, 
email me at wkornrum@nycap.rr.com and I will 
remedy any issues.  

See you on the snow! 

 

Nordic Night – Wow! 
Our November Meeting, Nordic Night, was a great 

success. Close to 50 members and guests attended 
the meeting to hear about cross country skiing and 
snowshoeing, where to go, and what the different 
Nordic Ski areas close to home and the SWC 
Clubhouse have to offer. 

We also had on hand Paul Zahray from Lapland 
Lake Nordic Vacation Center; Tori Heralko from Wilton 
Wildlife Preserve & Park; and Connie Thaler from L.L. 
Bean. 

As if all that weren’t enough, attendees had a 
chance to win one of ten door prizes generously 
donated to the club, as well as a chance to win a $100 
gift card from L.L. Bean! 

Donations were: 
 Woodstock Inn and Resort: One-night Midweek 

Stay, Breakfast and Nordic Trail Pass for Two 
(approx. value $330) 

 Grafton Trails & Outdoor Center: Full Day Trail 
Passes for two (value $40) 

 Trapp Family Lodge: (5) Full Day Trail Passes 
(value $25 each) 

 Lapland Lake Nordic Vacation Center: (2) Full Day 
Trail Passes with Rental (value $50 each) 

 Wildlife Preserve & Park: fleece hat 
Thank you all for coming, and let’s get out there in 

the snow. 
Some more thanks, first to SWC Nordic VP Sue 

Knapik for putting this program together.  And then to 
the three presenting guests, who will each receive a 
complimentary one-year membership to the club. 

 Information on Nordic areas can be found below. 
  

 Location City Features 

N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 

Maple Ski Ridge Rotterdam Mon/Tue Nordic Nights 4-7, $5, no lifts, not groomed 

Wilton Wildlife Preserve Wilton 3.5mi groomed, add’l trails, nearby and free, $5 rentals 

Lapland Lakes Benson 38K groomed trails, restaurant/snack bar, ski shop, lodging 

Garnet Hill North River 55K groomed trails, restaurant, ski shop, lodging, shuttle 

Cascade XC Ski Lake Placid 20K groomed trails, restaurant, ski shop, bunkhouse lodging 

Mt. Van Hoevenburg Lake Placid 30K groomed trails, biathlon center 

Dewey Mountain Saranac Lake $5 trail fee, 12K groomed trails, school team training 

Osceola Tug Hill Camden 40K groomed trails, ski shop 

V
e
rm

o
n

t 

Grafton Ponds Outdoor Center Grafton Extensive trail system, over 20 miles, restaurant, lodging 

Bolton Valley Nordic Bolton Valley 15K groomed, close to lodge, Nordic Center with snack bar 

Stowe XC Stowe 45K groomed, 30K backcountry, rentals, snack bar 

Trapp Family Lodge Stowe 37mi groomed, 62mi backcountry, rentals, snacks, lodging 

Craftsbury Outdoor Center 
Craftsbury 
Common 

105K groomed trails 

Woodstock Inn & Resort Woodstock 40K groomed trails, rentals, ski shop, nordic center 

Rickert Ski Center Middlebury 55K groomed trails, ski shop, snack bar, 5K snowmaking 

Snow at the Clubhouse on Nov. 8 

mailto:swsctreasurer123@gmail.com
mailto:wkornrum@nycap.rr.com
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Housekeeping Items 
Canceling and Changing Clubhouse 

Reservations: 
You Cannot Do it by Yourself! 

If you need to cancel or change a reservation, 
email Ellen Bidell at swsctreasurer123@gmail.com 
and tell her you would like to cancel/change and how 
you would like a refund, if needed.  You can ask for a 
refund to the card you used, vouchers for future usage, 
or gift the money to the Club. 

 

Change of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to:  
John Boscarino* boscarino126@aol.com  
126 Polsin Dr, Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 
*Do not send to the editor or the Club PO Box; they 

will get lost 

Submissions for the Chatter 
Content submissions for the SWC Newsletter 

should be emailed to swcchatter@gmail.com by the 
15th of the month and should include a contact name 
and phone number. Content that needs to be run in 
subsequent Newsletters must be resubmitted each 
month. 

 
 
 

Names and Numbers to 
Remember 

 
Board of Directors:  
John Bidell, President  C 518-207-5961 
Bob Miller, Programs Chair H 518-861-6034  
Susan Knapik, VP Nordic  

Sbknapik@yahoo.com    
George Astle, VP Activities  C 508-735-2116  
Karen Simmons, VP Alpine    
Ed Greiner, NNYP President C 518-421-2947  
Keith Freeman, Secretary  H 518-861-1019  
Ellen Bidell, Treasurer   
Bill Kornrumpf, Clubhouse Director  C 518-209-3244  

& Host Coordinator wkornrum@nycap.rr.com 
Bill Schaefer, at large  H 518-728-9395  
Margaret Parks, at large   
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club  H 518-399-5081  
Dorie Valenti, Past President   

Others: 
John Boscarino, Membership C 518-355-7319 
Will Seyse, Programs Chair C 518-369-4254 
Bridget Barrett, Newsletter Editor  C 518-300-0163 
David Bensley, Newsletter Editor C 845-750-0780 

Contact: swcchatter@gmail.com  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center H 802-244-8918 

 

 
  

Sue Knapik leads the discussion on Nordic Night 

mailto:swcchatter@gmail.com
mailto:Sbknapik@yahoo.com
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Schenectady Wintersports Club 
Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228 
Schenectady, New York 12301 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
     Membership Renewal Application 2019-2020 

Membership is from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020 
 

Please check your Newsletter delivery preference: 
Email version of the Newsletter _______ (this saves trees & club resources) 
Receive Newsletter by postal mail:   _________ (slower, higher club cost) 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle one) 18-29   30-39   40-55   56-69   70+ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________    ZIP ______________ 
 

Phone ___________________ E-Mail _____________________________________ 

[  ] New Member   or   [  ] Renewal   
[  ] $25 individual   or   [  ] $35 Family 
For Family Membership, please indicate: 
Name of Spouse ______________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne) 18-29   30-39   40-55   56-69   70+ 
Names and Ages of Junior Members_______________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. 
Interested in volunteering?  Circle any that you are interested in: Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, 
NY Capital District Ski Council, Activities, Warren Miller Movie, hiking, biking, and other Club help such 
as outreach.  Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed application to 
John Boscarino, 126 Polsin Dr., Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 


