
 

 
 

  

 

Alive and Kicking! 

by John Bidell 

 

Heard that song today by Simple Minds and thought of our club. We have a ski season going on that can 

include a stay at the house, if you abide by the Vermont COVID restrictions. Ski patrollers and instructors are 

considered essential employees.  

 

We have a May work weekend coming up that will include camping on our lawn. If you have an RV, Cold 

Hollow will permit camping on their property. Contact me for details.  

 

We are having interest in the weekly rentals and now is the time to book a week for the spring. Spend that 

stimulus check on something to get you out of town, and help the club. Speaking of helping the club, a number 

of generous members have made donations to the club to help us through our present cash flow situation. A 

big thank-you from the board. Your support means a lot to us and the club.  

 

Ok, let me break it down for you. House is open for rentals, trails and slopes are calling. And with spring, we 

have boats in the backyard of the house for your use. Think about renting a week, or just helping out at the 

work weekend and then doing some of the things available at Stowe. Bike, paddle, hike—you make your 

schedule during the work weekend and also get to know the house and fellow members a little better. See you 

there! 

  

 

 

Spring and Summer at the SWC Lodge 

by Ellen Bidell 

 

The SWC lodge is pretty booked with exclusive weeks through late March, so it is time to start thinking about 

spring and summer. We are going to continue to offer the $500 per week exclusive rental through fall. Several 

people have already booked, so start thinking about how the SWC lodge can fit into your nice-weather 

plans.  We would also like to start some themed weekends at the lodge, so if you have a favorite activity/sport, 

send your ideas to ebidell@yahoo.com. Some ideas that are already brewing: paddling, hiking, fishing, and 

golf. 

 

President's Week Anyone? 

There hasn't been much interest in the hosted weeks during the pandemic. As a result, we are offering 



President's week (including both weekends) for an exclusive rental. Even though this is a prime week, we will 

keep the $500 weekly rental in place.  

 

What do you have to do to stay? Quarantine for 7 days and provide a negative test (or quarantine for 14 days). 

As of the writing of this newsletter, you still can only socialize with members of your household, so no multi-

family groups. Check with Ellen Bidell to see if the rules have changed or to book: ebidell@yahoo.com. 

 

2020-2021 Membership Year 

If you haven't already renewed your membership for the 2020-2021 season, visit www.swcweb.org and click 

on membership to renew with a credit card.  Thanks for your continued support. 

  

 

 

Notes from Capital District Ski Council Meeting 1/6/2021, via Zoom 

by Karen Simmons 

 

Ray VanEpps reported an end-of-year treasury balance total of: $13,517.11. There remain 3 unpaid clubs for 

this year. Ray will contact these clubs to ascertain their intentions. Ray will also obtain the number of members 

in the 3 college clubs, which the Council comps each year. Knowing the total number of Council members is 

relevant to negotiating Ski Council appreciation days and rates. 

 

There was discussion about conducting a mini silent auction, in May, of spring and summer sports equipment.  

 

Cynthia reported that the OC-sponsored ski day at Plattekill Mountain sold 200 tickets. The event was so 

successful that the club may consider hosting such an event in the future at the same or perhaps other 

mountains. 

 

Jim reported that Jay Peak posted Awareness Days for the months of January/February/March 2021. The 

complete list is posted on the SWC Facebook page. 

 

Mark Pavlus reported that West Mountain cancelled the January date for the Ski Council sponsored race. It 

remains to be seen if and when in February the race will take place. West Mountain requires a minimum of 25 

racers and the Council voted to sponsor the first 25 applicants with $40 each to encourage participation.  

 

With all Council sponsored or advertised activities, it is imperative that COVID considerations be met. 

  

 

 

A Look at the Ski Industry Today 

by Maureen Kline  

 

I have skied 4 states, talked to people all over the US on a regular basis....so here is some info about the 

industry. 

  

Overall...everyone seems to be very diligent about mask-wearing anywhere on-site at the ski areas, except 

when you are actually skiing down the mountain...when you can have your mask down.  



  

The other thing is the face coverings (like the neoprene ones) with the open part under the noise are NOT 

considered a mask and I have seen many people told that! They seem to let you go up once and my guess is, 

if they catch you again, they will deny lift access. I don't use that kind of mask... 

  

At the mountain, each mountain has its own level of comfort. Some mountains, like Gore, allow you to change 

inside with social distancing and mask rules. Others, like Okemo, allow you to come in for bathroom use, but 

require reservations for a table for a break and have a time limit. Okemo also requires you to boot up outside. 

Other mountains allow 15-minute breaks with a sign-in monitor. Every mountain is doing its own thing...it’s 

hard to keep track. I think you need a rule book! I assume the lodge will be closed and that I will eat lunch by 

my car...that's a safe way to go. You can always check the website...but do it the day before as things keep 

changing! 

  

As for lodging...from East to West and even in the same town, the rules are very inconsistent in their 

enforcement. 

  

Many ski trips have been cancelled, especially in Colorado. Some people are happy they are being so strict, 

while others don't seem to care they are breaking the rules. I have heard stories from people being rejected at 

sign-in to people being fined and told to leave when caught (private rental), to people not being checked about 

where they are from or how many home addresses they have in a unit. Everyone seems to have some type of 

waiver at sign-in, but most people don't read it or don't care and just sign it. 

  

That is putting the liability off the lodging property and on the guest, as I understand it, but also can be used for 

contact tracing if needed. 

  

As for day trips, I have heard that some mountains are requiring you sign a waiver with your contact info when 

buying a ticket, while others don't ask any questions. Again...very inconsistent in enforcement. The parking lots 

have cars from many states and with so many remote workers, it’s hard to know if people are quarantining or 

following other state visitation regulations. 

  

Pass holders go direct to the lift and the mountain has your information. They don't seem to be checking if you 

have followed the rules to get to their state, but they could! Fines do exist. 

  

Being specific...from East to West...on travel restrictions...This is what I have read and heard...but this 

changes as fast as the weather! 

  

California is not welcoming out-of-state visitors and spells out very clearly that people coming for recreation 

are not welcome. They also have a 10-day in-state quarantine after arrival. 

  

Utah at this time is pretty flexible and has no rules about travel. 

  

Colorado has had some big lodging issues and uses a color chart which can be seen online. Many counties 

have been in red... which means one household unit (only those that live in the same house and can prove it) 

in any type of lodging property due to high numbers of positive COVID cases. Just after the holidays, the 

governor got the approval to move counties to orange...even if they did not qualify by the numbers. In orange, 

you can have 2 households per lodging units which really helped a lot. 



  

Some ski trips had to move people to different lodging accommodations or even different lodging properties 

while others ended up canceling the whole trip. 

  

In the East, you are supposed to follow the state guidelines and sign a waiver upon signing in. There are 

different rules depending on your home state. Everyone seems to be having you sign the waiver, but for those 

states requiring COVID test results...it’s up to the hotel to ask you to see it...again, inconsistent enforcement. 

  

My personal thoughts are that ski areas are going to be very specific with the mask regulations the whole 

season, so be prepared. As for the state regulations, it’s difficult to enforce, but you never know...maybe they 

will spot-check and you could be questioned. 

  

The ski areas are trying to stay in business, as are the hotels and the tour operators, but nobody is going to lie 

for you. So, think before you go, bring your negative COVID test results with you on your phone. 

  

You are supposed to report leaving the state. If you fly, it’s documented. If you drive, it’s up to you to fill out the 

form on the website and follow the rules. 

 

When I flew, I was met by the National Guard and you had to have your form filled out or do it on the spot, 

before leaving the airport. The local health departments have been calling people and even showing up during 

your quarantine time, but again it's inconsistent enforcement. I have heard they are focusing more recently on 

contact tracing when a positive result is reported. 

  

So…I am reading and talking to people in the ski industry all over the US on a regular basis. These comments 

are based only on that information.  I strongly advise you to check the regulations...just like you check the 

weather...before traveling! 

  

As for our trips, we are following all regulations required by the tour operators and lodging properties. We have 

made some changes and may still need to make some if anything changes prior to travel. We are keeping 

people informed! 

  

 

 

Change of Address Notices 

Change of Address notices should be sent to: 

John Boscarino* boscarino126@aol.com 

126 Polsin Dr, Schenectady, NY 12303-2516 

  

 

 

Submissions for the Newsletter 

  

Content submissions for the SWC Newsletter should be emailed to swcchatter@gmail.com by the 15th of the 

month and should include a contact name and phone number. Content that needs to be run in subsequent 

Newsletters must be resubmitted each month. 

  



 

 

  

Names and Numbers to Remember 

2020/2021 Board of Directors 

John Bidell, President, C 518-207-5961 

Don Streed, Treasurer, C 518-339-2150 

Ellen Bidell, VP Administration, ebidell@yahoo.com 

Susan Knapik, VP Nordic, sbknapik@yahoo.com 

Maureen Kline, VP Activities, C 518-257-0593 

Bill Simmons, VP Alpine, C 518-526-0882 or simmons872@aol.com      

Karen Simmons, Secretary,C 518-361-8836 

Bill Kornrumpf, Clubhouse Director & Host Coordinator, C 518-209-3244 or wkornrum@nycap.rr.com 

Bill Schaefer, at large, H 518-728-9395 

Bridget Barrett, at large             

Ed Greiner, NNYP President, C 518-421-2947 

John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, H 518-399-5081 

Dorie Valenti, Past President                  

Others: 

John Boscarino, Membership, C 518-355-7319 

Bridget Barrett, Newsletter Editor, C 518-300-0163 

David Bensley, Newsletter Editor, C 845-750-0780 

        Newsletter Contact: swcchatter@gmail.com 

Clubhouse at Waterbury Center, H 802-244-8918 

 

2020-2021 Membership Renewal 

Visit www.swcweb.org to renew online. You must be a member to stay at the house this season. 
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